
 
                       SWIMMING POOL 
                                          INFORMATION SHEET 

          City of Columbia Heights     
                                                                                                                            
 

     

PERMIT NOT REQUIRED FOR PREFABRICATED POOLS WHERE THE POOL WALLS ARE 

ENTIRELY ABOVE THE ADJACENT PROPERTY GRADE AND IF THE CAPACITY DOES NOT 

EXCEED 5,000 GALLONS. 

 
PERMITS ARE REQUIRED FOR: 

1. ABOVE GROUND POOLS:  In residential areas where the pool walls are entirely above the adjacent 

grade and the capacity exceeds 5,000 gallons, or the depth exceeds 42 inches. 

 

2. INGROUND/UNDERGROUND POOLS:  In residential areas where the pool walls are below the 

adjacent grade.   

 

PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

1.   Application 

2. Site Plan/Certificate of Survey showing: 

a) The lot dimensions and any easements/right of ways 

b) Location of house, garage, storage buildings, fences (existing and proposed) 

c) Location of structures on all adjacent lots 

d) Proposed pool (with clearance clearly noted). 

e) Location of filter unit, pump and wiring. 

f) Location of back flush and drainage outlet. 

g) Grading plan, finished elevations, decking, landscaping, etc. around pool. 

h) Location of existing overhead or underground wiring, utility easements, trees and similar 

features. 

i) Location of any water heating unit 

3. Locate Property Irons (Legal Lot Markers).  Markers must be visible until the final inspection has been 

conducted. 

4. Plan Review- Allow up to ten (10) days from receipt of the application.  Staff will be contacted when the 

permit is ready to be issued. 

5. Inspection Record Card- Must be posted near the main entrance. 

6. Inspections- Call (763) 706-3678, Monday through Friday, from 8:00 am to 4:45 p.m. to schedule 

inspections.  Allow 24 hrs for scheduling. 

 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS (Zoning Ordinance 9.603, Number 5, Private Swimming Pools and Courts, 

Adopted June 2001) 

 

1. Not Operated- as a business or private club.  

2. Not Located within any required front or side yard. 

3. Set Back at Least Five (5) Feet- from any property line, including any walks, paved areas or related 

structures or equipment. 

4. In the Rear Yard or the entire property- shall be enclosed by a non-climbable wall, fence or 

combination thereof at least six (6) feet in height, with a self-closing gate capable of being secured with a 

lock so as to prevent uncontrolled access by children.  If the only access is through a principal or  



 

accessory structure, such point of access shall be lockable.  In the case of aboveground pools, pool sides 

that are vertical may contribute to the required fencing, provided all points of access are controlled to 

prevent access by children, including the removal of all ladders or stairs whenever the pool is not in use. 

5. In-ground swimming pools- Set back at least six (6) feet from the principal structure or any frost 

footing. 

6. Lighting- shall be so oriented so as not to cast light on adjacent properties. 

7. Not Located within any drainage or utility easement. 

8. Mechanical Apparatus- shall be located at least thirty (30) feet from any residential structure on an 

adjacent lot. 

9. All swimming pools- containing more than five thousand (5,000) gallons or with a depth in excess of 

forty-two (42) inches (3.5 feet) shall require a building permit from the City. 

 

 

BARRIER REQUIREMENTS  

An outdoor swimming pool shall be provided with a barrier that shall be installed, inspected and 

approved PRIOR to plastering or filling with water.  The barrier shall comply with the following: 
 

1. Top of the Barrier: 

a) Minimum of six feet above grade (per Columbia Heights Zoning Ordinance) measured on the side 

of the barrier, which faces away from the swimming pool.   

b) Maximum vertical clearance 

 Between grade and the bottom of the barrier- shall be two (2) inches measured on the side of 

the barrier, which faces away from the swimming pool.   

 Bottom of the barrier- may be increased to four (4) inches when grade is a solid surface such as 

a concrete deck, or when the barrier is mounted on the top of the aboveground pool structure.   

2. Prohibited Decorative Design- work on the side away from the swimming pool, such as protrusions, 

indentations or cutouts, which render the barrier easily climbable. 

 

3.  Openings - shall not allow passage of a 1 3/4 inch diameter sphere. 

4.  Chain Link Fences- shall not be less than 11 gauge material. 

 

5. Access Gates: 

a) Shall comply with the requirements of Items 1 through 3.   

b) Pedestrian access gates shall be self-closing and have a self-latching device.   

c) Release Mechanism- of the self-latching device is located less than 54 inches from the bottom of the 

gate, the release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of the barrier at least three (3) inches 

below the top of the gate, and the gate and barrier shall have no opening greater than 1/2 inch within 18 

inches of the release mechanism.   

d) Pedestrian Gates shall swing away from the pool.   

 

 

ELECTRICAL PERMITS MUST BE OBTAINED FROM THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTRICITY 

651-642-0800. 
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